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Welcome to ECAA's E-Newsletter, The Spark!
This e-newsletter was created to keep members informed on the
Association's activities and upcoming events in a timely manner.

President's Message
Well you had your chance on Saturday to reconsider who your
next President would be but you remained silent and now
you're stuck with me. So here we go. Let me first state that
(all kidding aside)I am very honored to be your President for
the upcoming year and I promise that I will do the best that I
can to uphold this position in the light of the great Presidents
who have come before me, none who were more worthy
than our outgoing President Clem Gratton. I have very large
shoes to fill.

Kelly Wilde

I would like to thank Clem for all his hard work and dedication over the past many
years he has been on the Board and especially this last year with all the extra load
put on him with the 50th Anniversary. Clem, to you and the staff of the ECA
congratulations on a job very well done.
Well the AGM is over, but what a great weekend. With great weather, great golf,
great President's ball, great hospitality by our outgoing President and his wife
Kathy (I think I can remember having a very good time). That's my story and I'm
sticking to it. Again thank you to the ladies of the ECA and to Sheri (through all of
her surgery etc.) for making this event what it was.
It was very gratifying to see all the past Presidents at the AGM and I thank them
for coming out and making this event even better with their presence. It was also
very nice to see many new faces ( at least to me ) out to this event and to see the
PEC's getting together to work at the program and to start to create new ideas for
making this part of the Association even better. Thanks to Mike Fleming, PEC for
stepping up to be the head of the PEC education committee. I look forward to
working with you and all of the others in the upcoming year.
I would also like to thank all of the existing and new Board members for stepping
up and being a part of this Association and I look forward to working with them
all in the upcoming year. Keven Lefebvre is our new Secretary and we have a new
Director- at-large with Bob Maslanko joining Terry Milot in the North and Ron
Mackenzie remaining in the South. All though these people are not new to the
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Association or to the Provincial Board they have taken on new positions and I
thank them for doing so.
I would also like to take this time to thank Kelly Morris for all that he has done
and accomplished in the past years as part of this Association, and in particular
the Masters Committee. With the Masters now being part of the Safety Codes
and a win for the Association Kelly has resigned from his position on this
committee. Words cannot express the gratitude that I (and I am sure the rest of
the association) have for what he has done and the time he has committed to our
Association. If only we had a few more like Kelly. So thank you Kelly job well
done.
So here we go. We have many challenges facing us in the upcoming year and I
look forward to taking them on. I will keep you updated as we go and please let
me know if there are concerns or suggestions you have as I would be more than
happy to discuss them with you. Have a wonderful summer and we will see you
in the fall.
Thank you from Clem Gratton, PEC Past President & 50th Anniversary
Convention Chair.
Thank you so very much for taking some time out of your busy
schedules
and attending the AGM this past weekend. It means so very
much too
all those hard working committee members to know that their
efforts were not in vain. It mattered. All of our meetings had
quorum and with the added support there is a real renewed
feeling of worth for our committee chairs and their members.
Excellent direction was given by members in each of these meetings and even
some new ideas. It was especially nice to see some of our younger members
starting to come out and get involved.
As far as the celebration of our 50th Anniversary, I was so impressed having such
great participation from our Past Presidents. What a great honour it was to have
them out and mingling with our members. I for one thoroughly enjoyed chatting
with them, and boy did they ever show spunk and that deep desire to
participate. Looks like that sticks with you forever. I felt very humbled and
extremely nervous trying to run our AGM meeting with so much experience in the
room; all of those guys have been there and done that.
What a great day on the golf course, but did we Edmontonian's ever doubt
it. Weather here co-operates on these important occasions, we all know that...
But really, no kidding the Ranch Golf Course did an amazing job. The girls Sheri,
Christine, Brittany and Dorothy also worked very hard on making sure everything
ran well. Christine especially did a wonderful job making sure we were all looked
after, and that I knew what needed to be done, thanks Christine.
The Presidents Gala, what can I say. What a great party, what an amazing turn
out. The Marriott in my opinion did a fantastic job and they really paid attention
to whatever the girls needed. They responded quickly and professionally and did
some little things that were very nice (like the Starbucks runs). Our MC Chris
Browton, Executive Director, Skills Canada Alberta, came out on his own time, in
between family commitments and did a fantastic job. What a great guy, thank
you Chris. Hey Romeo, what an awesome group. They treated us pretty special,
and dancing right to 1:00 A.M. with the floor still packed. O.K. those Calgary guys

really know how to party; I have to give that to them. I was really impressed.
Again our girls from the ECAA office really pulled it off, thank you so much ladies.
Finally I have to pass along kudos to my Convention/AGM committee
members. The entire function, start to finish, was their thoughts and ideas. What
a great job you all did and thank you for all your hard work over the past year.
Thank you, Sheri McLean, Christine Hryniw, Bob Maslanko, Les Dzwonkiewicz,
Gordon Badach, Sharman Hnatiak, and last but by no means last, Sophie
Schmaltz, another lady who worked so hard helping in the preparations. I
remember dropping in to the ECAA office on the eve of our AGM start day, there
she was, wrapping cellophane around wine bottles for that little extra touch,
amazing.
All of this could not have been accomplished without the support from our
sponsors. Associates and Contractors really stepped up to the plate for this our
50th Anniversary Celebration. Thank you all so much for helping make this, very
special. All of you contributed and worked very hard, thank you for a successful
AGM.
Getting to Know Your Executive

We thought our readers would like to know more about the volunteers
who make up the ECAA Board of Directors so have added this feature
into the Spark.
Getting to Know Your Provincial Membership Chair: Steve Warholik
Company: Sunlite Enterprises Inc
Family Members: Wife Helen, 3 boys, 1 daughter and
6 grandchildren. Both my sons Ron and Darrell work for Thomas & Betts
Inc.
When and how did you start in the industry: 1977
Favorite hobbies: Golf
Favorite TV show: Sports
Favourite Sports Team: Edmonton Eskimos & Edmonton Oilers
Most memorable vacation: Vietnam, Bali & Hong Kong
Affiliations with other associations: None
Any word of advice to new electrical apprentices: Great industry to be
in.
Favorite ECAA memory: Out of town Conventions
Best part of ECAA is: Meeting with all the Contractors, Suppliers and
the Legislative Representation and Benefit Plan ECAA offers.

Industry News
The Provincial Apprenticeship Committee will be looking for two more employer
representatives by January 2013 to sit on the Board and is looking right now for
two employee representatives to fill current vacancies. Volunteers are also
needed for one of the larger subcommittees that is reworking the new
curriculum. Because each period is being examined this will be a lot of
work. Interested in participating in the development of the program for the
future? Please contact crauschning@highline.ca or Roland.Carignan@gov.ab.ca
Thank you received from the staff at Skills Canada Alberta who extended a huge
thank you to those participating as an exhibitor in Skill City at the 2012 Provincial
and National Skills Canada Competitions. ECAA would like to thank the
volunteers who manned our booth at Skills City. We greatly appreciate you
taking time out of your busy schedule to come and share your knowledge and
expertise with the thousands of people who visited the event over the four
days. Thank you Sarah Hargreaves; John Gullion; Duncan Eaglesham; Garry
Tansem; Dean Hlewka; Kelly Wilde; Tom Logan; Pat Barnes; Gordon Badach and
Sheila Lefebvre.
ECAA congratulates the Alberta winners in the categories of Electrical Wiring
and Automation and Controls. For Automation & Control: Zack Hartle;
Mackenzie Czar; Josh Wiebe; Post Secondary - Electrical: Robert Mitchell; Bryce
Peltonen; Jeffrey Northcott; Secondary - Electrical: Matthew Miller; Scott
Compton and Richard Staples. We also congratulate double gold medal recipient,
Zack Hartle who won Nationals and will go on to Lipzeig Germany to compete on
Team Canada next year.
CONGRATULATIONS to our very own Keven Lefebvre, PEC who has been
awarded the Safety Codes Council "Dr. Sauer" award for exceptional
commitment and dedication to the safety codes system in Alberta. Keven
received this award at the 2012 Safety Codes Council Annual General meeting in
Calgary on May 31st. Well deserved, Keven.
Are you an employer seeking an entry level apprentice who is ready, willing and
able to meet your company needs? The Metis Apprenticeship Project would like
to work with you to develop your company's skill profile and find out your
requirements for hiring. Contact Mary Collins (780) 886-7383 or Marty Henning
(780) 914-5457 for further information.
Electrical Safety Information Bulletin STANDATA updated May 2012. LEG-ECR-2
(rev 17) Legislation - Electrical Code Regulation. Subject: Section 2 - Electrical
Systems Equipment. Update available on Municipal Affairs website or on the
ECAA website at www.ecaa.ab.ca
Electrical Inpectors Association Annual Golf Tournament will be held on
Saturday, June 23rd, 2012, 1:30 pm Shot Gun Start at Collicutt Siding Golf Course
(Crossfield). Fee is $95 per person including power cart, prizes and steak dinner.
Registration form can be found on our website www.ecaa.ab.ca. Tournament
limited to the first 80 registrants so sign up early!
EXCERPT FROM GREETINGS TO MEMBERSHIP AT AGM: "Professions and
Occupations has, and continues to work, closely with both your association and
many others in Alberta that serve the public through the registration, licensing,
continued education and discipline of qualified professionals. Your governance of
member Professional Electrical Contractors is recognized by the Alberta

government as an important role in this province, since our citizens rely on you to
ensure that their safety and the public interest is protected. Evaluating the
qualifications of applicant contractors is a critical step in the process of ensuring
that high standards are maintained and professional ethics are adhered to. That is
the basis of professionalism - and it is the reason why the Alberta government
granted self-regulatory powers to the ECAA to govern those people who work as
Professional Electrical Contractors (PEC's)." Adrian Pritchard, Director,
Professions & Occupations. (As Adrian was unable to join ECAA at the Annual
General Meetings, his greetings will be published in Issue 2 of the Contactor).
Greetings from Colin Campbell, President of the Canadian Electrical Contractors
Association of Alberta who joined us at the 50th anniversary Gala.
"On behalf of the Canadian Electrical Contractors Association (CECA), I would like
to congratulate the Electrical Contractors Association of Alberta (ECAA) on its
50th Anniversary. This half-century milestone could only have been achieved with
vision and dedication. ECAA is a stellar example of a trade association that is
committed to furthering the excellence of its member companies and helping
them succeed in today's extremely competitive marketplace, strengthening the
province of Alberta's economic growth. ECAA's longevity is a real tribute to the
value placed in its organization by its members. It is also an indicator of strong
and steady leadership and superior service as ECAA continues to be a proactive
advocate seeking to better the interests of this ever-growing industry. On this, its
50th anniversary, CECA salutes its fellow association, the ECAA, and looks to the
future with anticipation and certainty for continued cooperation, friendship and
success. We are proud of our relationship with ECAA and thank you for your
support and leadership in the electrical industry. Please accept our best wishes for
another fifty years of continued success."

Board of Directors Update
Legislation Commitee: This upcoming year our legislation committee has many
challenges including some of the following: A) Bill 377; B) Construction Trade
Definitions; C) Aboriginal Resources; D) Cathodic Protection Technician; E)
Municipality Permit Issues. We look for your feedback through the local Chapter
Presidents, Chapter Legislation Representatives or directly to myself, Terry Milot,
Chair of the Provincial Legislation Committee (tmilot@chemco-elec.com)
Safety Codes Council - Electrical Technical Council Update May 30, 2012. The
Electrical Technical Council held a meeting on May 14, 2012, and continued to
discuss ongoing issues such as the OBIEC review, Risk Based Inspections review,
New Home Warranty Program, SCO Training, and other current industry issues. 1)
The ETC discussed the OBIEC review and stakeholder correspondence relative to
the questions and answers generated by the review. The council moved and
passed a vote to recommend the OBIEC move forward with submission to the
Minister for further review and public consultation. 2) The Risk Based Inspection
review is now ready for submission to the ETC council for review at the next
meetings. 3) The council discussed the SCO training requirements including the
mandatory code cycle update training and passed the mandatory requirement for
a code of ethics training. 4) The development of the Master Electrician Advisory
Working Group is now complete and the first meeting of this group will be held
on July 3, 2012. There will be two representatives from the ECAA participating on
this committee.
Thank you to all our industry partners for making ECAA's 50th Anniversary Gala
a huge success. We would like to acknowledge Alberta Apprenticeship & Industry

Training, Alberta Building Trades, Alberta Construction Association, Alberta
Construction Safety Association, CECA, CLR-A, IBEW, Mechanical Contractors
Association, Merit Contractors Association, NAIT, Safety Codes Council for joining
us at the Gala and of course, our Master of Ceremonies, Chris Browton from Skills
Alberta. A special thank you to Darlene Bouwsema and her husband Barry and
Shirley and Marvin Dul who also joined us for the festivities.
We would also like to acknowledge and thank the past presidents of ECAA who
attended the weekend festivities.




















Arthur Thormann (Renate)
Elver Olsen (Greta)
Ron Gilhooly (Lena McKay)
Willard Kondro (Elaine)
Kurt Sorensen (Herdis)
Ross Andreas (Catherine)
Harm Gerrits (Betty)
Eldon Dane (Linda)
Jeff Light (Debra Kettle)
Perry Schmaltz (Sophie)
Pat Barnes (Dolores)
Gord Harris (Bev)
Kelly Morris (Sandra)
Terry Milot (Connie)
DJ Coppens (Marlene)
Ron Mackenzie (Alex Zurita)
Bob Maslanko (Phyllis)
Clem Gratton (Kathy)

(1979 - 80)
(1980 - 81)
(1982 - 84)
(1984 - 86)
(1987 - 88)
(1988 - 89)
(1990 - 91)
(1993 - 94)
(1994 - 95)
(1995 - 96)
(1999 - 00)
(2001 - 02)
(2002 - 03)
(2005 - 06)
(2007 - 08)
(2009 - 10)
(2010 - 11)
(2011 - 12)

Special thanks go out to the lifetime and honorary members who joined us:
Gordon Badach (Marlene); Ron Faulkner (Louise); George Froese (Verna);
Lou Galick (Helen) ; Ray Lutz (Pat); Ernie Mortemore (Edith); Reg Morris (Ellen);
Steve Warholik (Helen) and Brian Wynker (Riet).
Associate members update from Mr. Terry Sawatzky: Ok then ... another
successful ECAA Annual General Meeting! The Associate Members held their
Annual General Meeting last Saturday morning with numerous industry players in
attendance. Very interesting topics of discussion ranging from product innovation
and technology through to the training requirements of the Electrical Industry as
a whole, in regards to utilization and commissioning, of the new "smart" products
that seem to evolve into our market every day. Sorry if you missed it but maybe
we can catch you at the next chapter meeting to bring you up to speed! Dave
Bentley of HUB International Phoenix Insurance put his name forward and he will
be joining us on the Provincial Associates committee. An Association is only as
strong as its participating membership and we need your partici-paction! Have
some ideas or like to share your thoughts on what's up in the industry? Please
contact us via the web site (www.ecaa.ab.ca).

Nominations Committee Update
Congratulations to Award of Merit recipient, Keven Lefebvre; Honorary
Member, Bunny Kennedy; and Lifetime Member, Stan Misyk. These gentlemen

were acknowledged for their contributions to the industry by ECAA membership
at the Awards luncheon on May 26th.
Your newly elected board consists of Mr. Kelly Wilde, President; Mr. Les
Dzwonkiewicz, PEC, Vice-President; Mr. Darcy Teichroeb, PEC, Treasurer; Mr.
Keven Lefebvre, PEC, Secretary;. Directors-at-large (South) are Mr. Ron
Mackenzie; (North) Mr. Bob Maslanko, PEC and Mr. Terry Milot. Thank you and
best wishes to Mr. Doug Fraser who will not be returning to the Board as a
Director-at-large (South).

Labour Update
Thank you to all the unionized contractors who attended the Annual General
Meeting. Mr. Pat Barnes, who is retiring as Labour Relations Coordinator was
acknowledged at the Awards luncheon. We wish Pat all the best and welcome
Mr. Jim Bendfeld to the position. We would also like to thank David Lemay;
Kevin Pretty and Gary Semple who are leaving the commitee this year and
welcome Pat Barnes, Bruce Hurtubise and Ryan Sinclair.
ECAA and IBEW have retained the services of a recognized expert in Language
skills to do a study and develop a report on the English Language demands of the
industrial electrician in Alberta. The study relates to those demands to the
Canadian Language Benchmarks and determines the appropriate benchmark for
an electrician working on an industrial worksite in Alberta. This study is knows as
"Analyzing the Language Demands of Electricians" and "Electrician's Photo
Reference Guide". These publications are now available at no cost to Union
Contractors upon request. Simply contact the ECAA Provincial Office to secure a
copy (780.451.2412 or 1.800.252.9375).

Local Chapter Activity
Calgary Chapter - Next meeting Thursday, September 13th at the Blackfoot
Hotel.
Central Chapter - The Central Chapter held a meeting on May 9,2012, following
the code update training at the Blacknight Inn in Red Deer. The meeting was
productive with updates on ECAA committee activities and a PEC presentation
explaining the process and advantages of obtaining the professional designation
by all Master Electricians.
Edmonton Chapter - Next meeting Monday, September 17th at the Chateau
Louis Hotel & Conference Center.
Lethbridge Chapter - Chapter members are encouraged to attend a luncheon
prior to the Code update seminar on Wednesday, June 6th at the Lethbridge
Lodge to meet newly elected Provincial President Kelly Wilde and Provincial
Membership Chair Steve Warholik. Also in attendance will be course facilitators
John Biollo and Don Letcher. Please contact your Chapter president, Rob Coleman
with agenda items.
Medicine Hat Chapter - We are saddened that Chapter President Larry Elhart has
resigned this position due to ill health. Provincial President Kelly Wilde and
representatives from the Board will be in attendance at this meeting on
Thursday, June 7th to discuss the future of the Chapter and acknowledge Larry
for his volunteer time. Contractors in the area are asked to please make every
effort to attend this important meeting. As dinner will be served, please rsvp to
bsmith@ecaa.ab.ca

North East Chapter- WOW! WOW! What an AGM! The weekend was great, it
started with the golf. I had the pleasure of golfing with the new President Kelly
Wilde and his wife Marge and my wife Donna. The weather was perfect and the
golf course was in excellent shape. The Ranch was a tough place to golf, well it
was for me. I'm sure the ladies thought that Kelly and I would never help the
team, it only took 5 or 6 holes before Kelly got going. Me, I just sucked. The
welcome reception was a lot of fun. Got to see alot of colleagues that I had not
seen since last AGM. Saturday the meetings where very well attended, and lots of
input from all. The awards luncheon was nice, lots of past Provincal Presidents on
hand. The AGM itself was very well attended and informative. I had the time to
talk to some of the past presidents and got some input on what it was like back in
the early years. The Gala was a big hit, packed house. Lots of fun and dancing.
What can you say Hey Romeo was outstanding again! I think we need to make
them members. They had as much fun as we all did! My wife and I really look
forward to this event, we get to meet and make new friends, we have made some
very special friends that we talk to quite regularly. You really get a sense of pride
when people care about this orginization! To the members that have never
attended an AGM, you have got to try it. You will enjoy the people and all that
the AGM has to offer! Oh I guess we did not golf that bad, we came in second.
Thanks to all that made this AGM AMAZING!!! Thats all for now. Terry Barnett
North East Chapter President
To confirm your attendance for any of these upcoming Chapter meetings please
contact Brittany Smith (bsmith@ecaa.ab.ca)

New Members
Welcome to the ECAA: Strata Electrical Contracting Inc. (Edmonton) and Himac
Energy Solutions Inc. (Fort McMurray).

Professional Electrical Contractor (PEC) News
Welcome New PEC: Daniel Brown (St. Albert)
UPDATE FROM PEC CHAIR, TOM MORIN: Celebrations for ECAA's 50th
Anniversary AGM at the River Cree in Edmonton were quite a success. The PEC
Annual General Meeting was well attended by members with breakfast enjoyed
by all. Thank you to those who helped us make quorum. Mr. Kelly Morris, PEC
provided an update on the status of the Master's Advisory Committee. The
different committee chairs each submitted a report on their year's activity.
Members stepped forward to allow their names to stand on the different
committees. Meetings were held that same day for the Education and Practice
Review committees. Some discussion was held on how better to involve retired
PEC's and incorporate the wealth of knowledge and experience they possess. The
process for reinstatement of delinquent members will be reviewed and
procedures implemented by the Registration committee led by Mr. Darcy
Teichroeb, PEC. The PEC renewal fee will be on the agenda in the coming year for
the Provincial Board to access and review, considering the recent activities that
have seen changes in our industry affecting us all. Mr. Mike Fleming, PEC has
stepped forward to chair the Education committee and start to map out the next
steps to continuing education for the PEC program. Code upgrade courses are
currently being held in the all the different locals throughout the province,
facilitated by Mr. Don Letcher and Mr. John Biollo, raising awareness of the new
2012 code changes taking place this fall. I would like to thank Mr. Simon Rinaldi
from Federated Insurance for coming to the AGM and updating us on the

progress towards professional liability insurance for the PEC. I would also like to
thank Jonny Neilsen, Eric Fadden, the respective committee chairs Darcy
Teichroeb, Clem Gratton, Norm Kaiser, and Kelly Kegler for all their time and
effort that they devoted to their committees to making this past year a continued
success. Thanks again to all PEC members for your support and dedication in
making the PEC a reality.

Volunteers Needed
Upcoming Career Fairs:



Alberta Employment and Career Fair (September 28th & 29th,
Edmonton)

ECAA is looking for volunteers for this upcoming tradeshow listed above. If you
are able to volunteer please contact bsmith@ecaa.ab.ca

Continuing Education
Registrations being accepted for all courses scheduled in 2012 (complete list on
ECAA website under PEC section and in Calendar of Events):
Basic Electrical Estimating (BEE) - September 7th & 8th (Calgary) For small
contractors who are not ready to make the investment in a computerized
estimating system. Designed to teach new contractors the fundamentals of
preparing an electrical estimate using the Elemental Format hands-on. The course
will address material take-off, pricing of materials, labouring of materials using
the NECA Manual of Labour Units, labour costs, special overheads, general
overheads and profit/contingencies.
Safety Principles - September 20th & 21st (Edmonton) A well developed safety
program can reduce costs resulting from injury and property damage, and is the
hallmark of a quality electrical contracting firm.. The first day of the course shows
you each step to develop and implement an effective safety program for your
small to medium sized electrical contracting firm.
The next day is designed to help managers ensure construction supervisors finetune their safety skills by:






clearly understanding what their safety roles and responsibilities are
presenting and delivering effective training to workers and maintaining
high worksite safety standards
conducting effective site inspections - and developing appropriate
recommendations
investigating - the steps to follow and processes involved

Business & Public Relations - September 28th & 29th (Calgary) A series of five
modules designed to give you essential and proven management concepts in the
areas of managing: Credit & Collections, Business Promotion, Sales Management,
Business Management and Human Resource Management. Each module will
teach you hands-on management strategies to immediately begin improving the
performance and profitability of your electrical contracting business.
Available through ECAA.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY TRAINING SYSTEM (ESTS) is a computer based, distance
delivered program that recognizes Provincial & Federal Occupational Health &
Safety Regulations. The program promotes a "Plan, Do, Check, Act" philosiphy
applying CSA Z462, based on CSA Z1000 Occupational Health & Safety
Management System Standard. Course is complimentary to all unionized
electrical contractors and their employees that have a bargaining relationship
with the IBEW Local 424. Contact Christine chryniw@ecaa.ab.ca to sign up.

If you are an ECAA Contractor or Associate member and would like us to
help promote an industry or company event please contact us directly at
1-800-252-9375.
We value your feedback and it is important to us. Please submit any
comments to ecaa@ecaa.ab.ca

Electrical
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11235 - 120 Street Edmonton, AB T5G 2X9
Phone: 780-451-2412 Toll Free: 1-800-252-9375
www.ecaa.ab.ca

